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I'm not a feminist, but... 
I appreciate the right to help choose 
my government representatives.
I enjoy the option of wearing 
pants or shorts if I want. 
I’m pleased that I was allowed to 
learn to read and write. 
It can be very convenient to control 
how many babies I want to have. 
It’s awfully useful to be able to 
open a bank account and own 
property in my name.
I like knowing that my husband or 
boyfriend cannot legally beat me. 
It’s really swell to keep 
the money that I earn.
one angry girl designs printed by Northern Sun 800-258-8579
1
Beryllium has been classified in group B2, probable human carcinogen of 
medium carcinogenic hazard, by the EPA in 1994 Pure Beryllium and us metal alloys 
are used in electrical components, tools, aircrafts, missiles, and satellites. Beryllium is 
also used in consumer products like televisions, personal computers and calculators. Pure 
Beryllium is a hard gray metal that does not occur naturally, but does occur as a chemical 
component of certain rocks, soil, volcanic dust, and coal, Beryllium has the greatest 
exposure in where it is mined and converted into alloys and chemicals. Beryllium can 
also be exposed to individuals by dust and fumes through tobacco smoke, burning of 
coal, ingestion of fruits and vegetables and through water because some of Beryllium s 
compounds are soluble in water. Many individuals who are exposed to Beryllium have 
pneumonitis (swelling of the lungs), which can lead to acute pneumonitis, causing death 
As of June 2001 the United States Federal Government is refusing to believe the deadly 
' truths about Beryllium and still encourages workers to mine for it promising no harmful 
side affects. For more information about Beryllium check out the EPA on the web, the 
Unified Air Toxics on the web, and the Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards on 
the web.
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Spnngtime on the river
A constant roar from the world outside 




But my life traps me inside
And I only acknowledge
That formidable presence
Outside my window
From time to time
Walking down the portage trail
Which isn’t much of a trail right now 
There are little eddies of water 
Lapping at the shore
Lapping at what used to be the trail
A roar 
Whether it's me 
Or the river 
Does it matter0
This is the mothers faee 
Again
Bushwhacking to the edge 




I can see the trees
Up to their waists in water 
Surging, pushing them down 
The little ones bend and sway 
Struggling to stay upright 
The older trees pay no heed 
They stand like sentinels







Standing in the middle of this power
This ultimate proclamation for the insignificance
Of humans
The rush of water
Takes over your senses
Underneath it




paint me over with clouds
the fuzz on my belly, 
the split between my legs -
the goddess can be no more perfect than i allow
I’m as fat as the morning
thighs that curve like a peace sign
given to me because i am She 
that is what I am told
but i cannot yet reconcile
the glint and the stubble of two logs that shall be legs 
twisting together like kindling
to hide the fact that
i am not yet, my own 
embodiment of 
beauty
Sex by the Numbers
By Diana Cage
Percentage of lesbians who say they are extremely happy with their sexual onentation: 92
Number of lesbians out of 10 who consider themselves completely out of the closet; 6 Q
Number of lesbian couples out of 10 who rate their sex life as great: 3
Percentage of bisexual women who report masturbating more than six times per month: 45
Number of lesbians out of 10 who believe lesbian women should be more accepting of bisexual women: 4
Percentage of lesbian couples who report having used a hand-held dildo with their partner 43
Century during which rubber replaced wood as the preferred material In dildo manufactunng: 19th
Year In which the Sears Roebuck catalogue first featured electric vibrators: 1918
Average cost, in U.S. dollars, of a Hitachi Magic Wand personal massager: 49
Cost, in U.S. dollars, of a 2001 Harley-Davidson Road King Classic In luxury rich red pearl; 16,695
Percentage of states in the U.S to have struck down sodomy laws: 60
Number of states In the U.S. that place no legal restrictions on a woman’s right to choose: 0
Factor by which pregnancy makes a woman more attractive to malaria-carrying mosquitoes: 2
Percentage of lesbian couples who report having used food erotically: 35
Number of calories burned per minute of passionate kissing: 6.4
Estimated number of fireflies It would take to generate the visible brightness of the sun; 14,286,000,000
Optimum number of pairs of shoes a good femme should own according to The Femme's Guide to the Urwerse: 14
Pairs of shoes reputedly owned by Imelda Marcos, wife of deposed Philippine leader Ferdinand Marcos; 200
Number of Internet users out of 10 who are women: 5
Percentage of women Internet users who say the mam reason they go online is personal pleasure: 37
Percentage of partnered lesbians who would like their sex play to Include more dirty talk: 24
Rank of intelligent, smart, and bitch among the words U S. citizens believe best describe Hillary Rodham Clinton : 1, 2, 3
Number of Web pages found by Yahoo with the key words Hillary Clinton lesbian: 989
Maximum number of orgasms recorded by researchers within the period of an hour: 134
Number of patients on the prescnption antidepressant clomipramine who found it causes them to orgasm when they yawn. 4
Ratio of days spent in a relationship to days it will take to recover from the breakup: 1:1
Diana Cage is assistant editor of On Our Backs.
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is is for me. is is for all of us. Women.
This is for me: a woman
is is for being taught that it’s not okay to cry. This is for the
called sir because my
and baseball hats. For being picked last because I was the only girl playing basketball. This is for 
you thinking I'm weak. This is for feeling scared to walk alone at night. This is to say to hell with
feeling powerless. Because right now, I powerful. I feel independent. I reel intelligent. This is
for my right to vote. For the job that I'm just as qualified for as my male counterpart. This is for 
my choice to become a doctor, a nurse, a lawyer, a secretary, a general, a mom, whatever I want to 
be. Because now I know that I will not be held back. Now I know that I can find the support. I 
have the support. I will have more support in the future. Now I know that I deserve only the best. 
Now I know that I'm not supposed to be afraid. This is for the thought that I'll get married and
have kids, and just that. is is for the days that I bleed. For the days that I don't bleed. For




WHY SHOULD MEN CARE ABOUT SEXUAL VIOLENCE?
0 MEN RAPE
Males commit the great majority of all sexually violent cnmes. Even when men are sexually 
victimized, other men are most often the perpetrators.
MEN ARE RAPED
We don't like to think about it, and we don’t Eke to talk about it, but the fact is that men are 
also sexually assaulted. Studies show that a staggering 10-20% of all males are sexually violated 
at some point in their Eves. Men are not immune to the epidemic of sexual violence, nor are 
male survivors safe from the stigma that society attaches to victims of rape. Male survivors are 
often disbeEeved, called gay, and blamed for their own victimization when they report being 
assaulted. Frequently, they respond, as do many female survivors, by remaining silent and 
suffering alone.
0 RAPE CONFINES MEN
When some men rape, and when 80% of those who are raped know the man who attacked 
them, it becomes virtually impossible to distinguish men who are safe from men who are 
dangerous, men who can be trusted from men who cant, men who will rape from men who 
won't The result is a society with its guard up, where relationships with men are approached 
with fear and mistrust, where intimacy is Emited by the constant threat of violence, and where 
all men are labeled "potential rapists."
0 MEN KNOW SURVIVORS
At some point in every man's Efe, someone close to him will likely disclose that they are a 
survivor of sexual violence and ask for help. Men must be prepared to respond with care, 
sensitivity, compassion, and understanding Ignorance on the part of men about rape and its 
impact can only hinder the heaEng process and may even contribute to the survivor’s feeEng 
further victimized. A supportive male presence during a survivor's recovery, however, can be 
invaluable.
0 MEN CAN STOP RAPE!
Rape is a choice men make to use sex as a weapon for power and control. For rape to stop, 
men who are violent must be empowered to make different choices. All men can play a 
vital role in this process by challenging rape-supporting attitudes and behaviors and raising 
awareness about the damaging impact of sexual violence. Every time a man’s voice joins 
those of women in speaking out against rape, the world becomes safer for us all.
MEN CAN STOP RAPE




© 1998, 2001, Men Can Stop Rape
Globalization AuitAT/aJJ i s A rtMulv»T JLaaut
Feminists are always present at the protests against the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and other pro­
globalization (e.g. free trade) organizations. But why is globalization a 
specifically feminist issue? Admittedly, globalization affects women differently 
throughout the world. UNIFEM reports “For some unskilled women, 
[globalization] has meant loss of livelihoods, as the goods they produced were 
outcompeted by goods produced with cheaper labor or cheaper materials or in far 
less time on modern machinery. For others, it has meant loss of labor rights 
(such as social benefits and the right to organize) in the whirlwind of 
international competition. For still others, especially educated women, it has 
meant new, better paying employment, and opportunities previously undreamed 
of.”1 So if some women are benefiting from globalization why are feminists up in 
arms?
It is the unequal distribution of the benefits and the heightened 
vulnerability' of women to negative affects that has feminists stepping up to 
challenge the assumptions guiding globalization. Organizations such as the 
World Bank and the WTO claim to take interest in women’s issues, especially 
poor women, but in reality their programs hurt the poor and the workers, for 
both of which women represent the majority. For example, the Structural 
Adjustment Programs (SAPs) of the World Bank, which slash funding to social 
services and encourage export producing industry in the name of debt reduction, 
are related to the explosion of women’s poverty. The link is clear, “SAPs hurt the 
poor, and, according to the 1995 UN Development Report, 70% of the world’s 1.3 
billion people living in poverty are female, women have suffered 
disproportionately from their austere measures.”2 SAPs depend on the double 
labor of women throughout the world. As daughters leave school to help their 
mothers with this added burden the disproportionately high level of illiteracy 
climbs for women throughout the world.
As free trade agreements such as NAFTA are established it is women that 
most commonly feel the negative impact of these programs. As free trade zones 
open up, multinational corporations move their factories across borders and fill 
the formerly unionized factory jobs with easily exploited workers. In the 
maquiladora zones of Mexico nearly 70% of these workers are women, most of 
which had to move from their rural homes and leave their children behind to find 
work. These women have no job security, are often sexually harassed by their 
overseers, and are paid such low wages (between $0.70 and $1.25 and hour) that 
they cannot even afford childcare for their children.
Because women represent a disproportionately high level of the poor and 
the illiterate throughout the world they feel the repercussions of economic 
globalization. We, as feminists, must demand from our government that it 
supports economic policies that respect labor and environmental rights. Our 
government is the most powerful in the world. We must demand that it uses its 
power to benefit people, not corporations. Globalization is a feminist issue. 
----------------- OA’-’-y
1 UNIFEM Progress of the World’s Women 2000 p31.
2 Cunningham, Shea and Betsy Reed. “Balancing Budgets on Women’s Backs. The World Bank 
and 104th U.S. Congress " Dollars and Sense Nov/Dec 1995
Makara sits waiting in a Cambodian 
brothel, where she has sex with at 
least seven men a day for $2 a 
transaction.
In a study by the UN by the ESCAP (Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific) 98% of Cambodian girls in prostitution are the main providers for their 
families. In Vietnam, 49 % of girls in prostitution were victims of prior sexual abuse. 
Many Asian governments ignore the issue of high percentages of children in the sex 
traffic industry. Sex tourism among pedophiles in Asia is growing because of Internet 
growth, cheaper airfares, and the opening of countries once closed due to politics. One 
eleven-year-old Burmese girl reported she was sold by her father to work at a Bangkok 
bar as a prostitute. Many young Thai girls are sold to the largest and most lucrative 
market, Japan, under false jobs. A very conservative number of Thai teen girls working 
as prostitutes in Japan are 27,000. The Yakuza, the Japanese mafia, provides the girls 
with false passports and promises them jobs as hostesses in Japanese restaurants or as 
caregivers for Japanese families. Once the girls realize they are trapped, their premature 
sexual servitude of beating and rape begins. The Yakuza charges these teenage girls 
50,000 dollars each for supposedly helping them to a better paying job, but the girls never 
can pay back the debt and go home because they just can't make that kind of money, 
therefore belonging to the Yakuza forever.
The most immediate danger sexually exploited girls face is physical violence. 
Also children are even more vulnerable to STD's than adults because their body tissues 
are more easily damaged. Nevertheless, some progress has been made. Several 
European airlines are now showing in-flight videos on preventing child sex tourism. 
Some ways to help to stop child sex trafficking is to support children’s clubs, write to 
internet pom sites that display children and demand change, encourage journalists to 
write about child sex trafficking to raise awareness, boycott countries who support child 
sex tourism by not buying their products until they change their ways. ECPAT is an 
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to make a comeback.
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Ad appearing in Honolulu magazine, 
created for Louis Vuitton by 
EuroRSCG, 84 Rue de Villiers, 92683 
LeValois-Perret Cedex, France.
Some Feminist Resources available in the Women's Resource 




Metter Janes Magazine 
Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde 
Revolution from Within by Gloria Steinham 
Yeantiagfey bed keeks 
Beauty Secrets by Wendy Chapkis 
Gender Trouble by Judith Butler
MANIFEST A BY JENNIFER BAUMGARTEN AND AMY RICHARDS 
To Be Real edited by Rebecca Walker
Flaming Iguanas by Erika Lopez 
Earth Milas tn Jani Seager
Home Girls: Black Feminist Anthology 
Cunt by Inga Muscio
Radical Faulalsahv Keedt, Levine, and Bapene
Bananas, Beaches, and Bases by Cynthia Enloe





PUNK SHOW RAISES FUNDS and KICKS SOME ASS
The Student Women' s Association sponsored November 
9th' s Punk Rock Show held in 101 Neville Hall. The event 
was put on to raise money for RAWA, the Revolutionary 
Association of the Women of Afghanistan. The money donated 
to this group goes towards blankets, food snd other 
humanitarian efforts by these amazing women.
Three bands were gracious enough to donate their 
talent for the show. Tomorrow' s Retro Future (TRF) , a local 
band from UMaine, performed first. TRF is a two-man band 
accompanied by a dancing skeleton...a true original! They 
performed such crowd favorites as "Mulletron," "Sanitary 
World," and "The Niqja Song."
Foogah, a band made up of high school students from 
the Skowhegan area, performed next. This group of kids was 
truly talented, and played originals and some excellently 
done cover songs. They brought some dedicated fans along 
with them, and much dancing did occur.
Mosshart, the final band to play, drove all the way 
from New York to bring us their rocking emo/punk style of 
music. Mosshart performed an excellent punky set, firing up 
the crowd.
All three groups combined at the end to play a raucous 
version of Weezer' s "The Sweater Song."
SWA would like to thank all the bands that performed 
at the benefit punk show-all of them traveled and performed 
for free, out of the goodness of their punk little hearts.
Around $300 was raised that night. Adding to the other 
fundraising efforts of SWA, over $700 has been raised so 
far for RAWA. If you would like to donate, ciease drop an 
email to the SWA folder on FirstClass.
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"If local governmenr is ro meer rhe needs of
borh women and men, ir musr build on rhe 
experiences of borh women and men, 
rhrough on equoi represenronon or oil levels 
and in all fields of decision mokina..."
— Inrernononol Union of Local Authorities, Horore 1998
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